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Thank you for participating!

How will my feedback be considered?
Your feedback will be considered in conjunction with Phase 1 public 
feedback, our research, and trends with what other global cities are doing  
to help develop strategies and actions recommended for the future of  
non-motorized watercraft recreation in Vancouver.

We’re gathering input to better understand:
• Who is currently on-water, what activities they participate in, what’s 

working well, what’s not and what they would like to see more of.

• Safety and on water jurisdiction concerns.

We want your feedback  
to inform On Water. 

Welcome to Vancouver’s  
non-motorized watercraft strategy 
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What is On Water?
Vancouver is a city surrounded by water—this relationship shapes us,  
inspires us and defines us. Our relationship to our waterfront is what  
sets us apart on the global stage of world-class cities and is a key part  
of our identity—from our iconic seawall to our sensational beaches.  
Vancouver’s geography provides unique opportunities for recreation  
on—and engagement with—our surrounding waters. Our waterways  
see a large number of locals and visitors alike, and provide a wide  
variety of opportunities for play, exercise, transit, travel, engagement,  
and experience for all users.

In 2017, the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation began developing  
On Water as a strategic outlook and implementation plan for non-motorized 
watercraft activity in Vancouver’s public waterways.

Identify priority areas 
for the development 
and management of 
facilities, infrastructure 
and programs over 
the next 10 years, 
including opportunities 
for collaborative 
programming and 
coordination among 
service providers.

Identify optimum levels 
of service provided in 
relation to levels of use and 
future population growth.

Provide guidance to the 
Park Board to inform 
decisions that impact 
non-motorized watercraft 
activities.

Provide a user-friendly 
resource to show the best 
places to engage in  
non-motorized watercraft 
activities safely.

What will On Water do?

To enhance public use and access to  
non-motorized watercraft opportunities 
on our shared waterfront.

Why develop 
a strategy?
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How can  
I participate?
Let us know what you think during Phase 2 
engagement, open until March 16. Further 
consultation opportunities will take place 
in Spring 2018 when we’ll be requesting 
feedback on emerging strategies and 
actions recommended in the On Water 
strategy and in the implementation plan.  

Survey
Online at www.vancouver.ca/onwater 
In person at an open house or small group meeting

Have feedback about yachts, 
motorboats, or water quality?

Great! We want to hear about how to make 
interactions between yachts or motorboats and  

non-motorized watercraft safer. We will be 
passing along feedback about water quality 

to other agencies because we know this is an 
important issue for people on water.

Summer 
2017

Collaborate with Advisory Committee 

 You are here!

Public  
Engagement

Research + Analysis, develop  
Vision and Strategic Directions

Phase 1

Public  
Engagement

Develop draft  
strategies and actions

Phase 2

Public  
Engagement

Phase 3

park board  
consideration

Develop final draft report

incorporate public feedback + 
refine strategy

July 
2018

Events
Drop-in open house (first hour) followed by an informed 
presentation and engaging workshop.

February 27, 5:30–9pm  
Creekside Community Centre

March 5, 5:00–8:30pm  
City Lab, 511 W Broadway

March 10, 10:30am–2pm  
Jericho Sailing Centre

To register for the workshop email onwater@vancouver.ca  
with your name and the date, time and location of the 
meeting you would like to attend.
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The On Water Vision 
imagines we are 20 years 

in the future, having achieved our 
goals, strategies and actions in this 
strategy, as well as having informed 
other City and Park Board decisions.

This Vision was informed by 
research and public input to date. 
Our working Vision is:

Six Strategic Directions provide the framework for the actions to follow in Phase 3.  
In the spring, we will be back to gather feedback and ideas on actions the Park Board 
can take or advocate for to achieve the Vision and Strategic Directions.

Our working Strategic Directions are:

1

4 5 6

2 3Provide greater 
opportunity:
Vancouver is a place that welcomes, 
invites, and encourages all people  
to engage in non-motorized 
watercraft recreation.

Foster and encourage 
community building: 
Vancouver is a place where people 
connect and create community through 
non-motorized watercraft recreation.

Increase 
access: 
Vancouver is a place that balances 
unrestricted access to the water 
for non-motorized watercraft with 
necessary restricted access.

Reduce  
barriers: 
Vancouver is a place that provides  
the necessary facilities, amenities,  
and services to build capacity for  
non-motorized watercraft recreation.

Improve  
safety: 
Vancouver is a safe and healthy place 
for engaging in non-motorized 
watercraft recreation.

Protect and enhance  
the environment: 
Vancouver is a place where planning 
for non-motorized watercraft recreation 
focuses on protecting and enhancing the 
natural environment both land and water.

Vancouver’s marine 
environment is treasured  
as the place for non-motorized 
watercraft experiences for all.

The Vision for On Water
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What was heard in the first 
phase of public engagement?
In Phase 1, we asked you to identify challenges and opportunities for 
non-motorized watercraft recreation.

We heard from 1246 respondents.

Respondents said 
they currently…

participate

don’t 
participate, 
but are 
interested in 
participating 
in the future

don’t 
participate, 
but have 
participated in 
the past

62%

16%

22%

53%

34%

33%

13%

32%

15%

The top three activities respondents participate in 
(respondents could select more than one) were:

When asked to select one favourite non-motorized 
boating activity, the top three activities became:

kayaking

kayaking small craft sailing dragon boating

paddleboarding canoeing

“Biggest barrier 
is lack of storage in my 

apartment for kayak, canoe, 
or paddle board. Have rented 
occasionally but would love a 
more subsidized or city-run  

share or borrowing system.”

 
“One of the 

best things about 
Vancouver is its many 

waterways; gorgeous 
to look at, a cooling 
effect on warm days 

and welcoming for 
the soul!”
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The feedback identified 
areas that are working well 
plus areas for improvement.

The top three  
areas of satisfaction
• access points to the water for launching

• facilities for washing equipment

• shower and change facilities

The top priorities  
for improvement 
• water quality and protection 

• enhancing the marine environment

• water access for launching

The top three  
barriers to participation
• availability of storage for equipment

• feeling safe on the water

• a fear of conflict with other boats or ships

Half of respondents feel unsatisfied with  
the current level of separation between  
non-motorized watercraft and motorized  
or anchored boats and ships.

Nearly half of respondents feel unsatisfied with 
the current level of information available about 
facilities, amenities, and waterways that are 
publicly accessible.

“Places to safely 
keep your boat for short 

intervals at destinations.  
(i.e. a place to park your 
kayak or canoe while  

going to a restaurant,  
event etc.).”

“The seawalls in 
False Creek and Coal 

Harbour are huge barriers 
to the shoreline. We need 
more openings, gateways  

to access the water.”

“I value the 
opportunity to be 

out in the open air, close 
to nature, yet close to 
home. Our waterways lend 
themselves beautifully to 

lots and lots of healthy 
team activities.”
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Watercraft

There are multiple levels of jurisdiction over Vancouver’s waters, including:

Federal Provincial Municipal Other

• Vancouver Fraser Port Authority (VFPA)/Port of Vancouver

• Fisheries and Oceans Canada

• Canadian Coast Guard

• Environment and Climate Change Canada

• Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource  
Operations & Rural Development

• Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy

• City of Vancouver

• Vancouver Police Department (VPD)

• Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation (Park Board)

• Metro Vancouver

• Burrard Inlet Environmental Action Program and  
Fraser River Estuary Management Program (information only)

• Landowners - fee simple

• Landowners - industrial/port

• Public

Shoreline Zone

Beach

Boat Launch

Landmarks

Shipping Lanes

Access

Temporary Access

Partial Access

No Access

Map 
Legend

Shoreline  
Zones

01 Spanish Banks

02 Point Grey Road

03 Kitsilano Point

04 English Bay Beaches 

05 Stanley Park

06 Granville Island

07 False Creek Central

08 False Creek East

09 Coal Harbour

Canoeing

Dragon Boating

Kayaking

Kite Surfing

Outrigging

Paddle Boarding

Rowing

Small Craft Sailing

Wind Surfing

Note: This map does not reflect Indigenous places, values or features nor their potential influence on matters related to the map’s contents.
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What other cities are doing.

Lake Merrit  
Floating Wetland
Oakland, California
An innovative proposal designed to 
tackle water pollution and habitat loss, 
while providing an educational tool  
for the community.

The Floating  
Kayak Club
Velje Fjord, Denmark
With built-in shared social spaces,  
this club was designed to create a sense 
of community among paddlers.

Anable Basin Rezoning
Long Island, New York
A large focus of this proposed project is to 
increase public use along the East River.

Mississippi  
Paddle Share
A joint effort between private and public 
organizations, this kayak share program  
offers pick-up and drop-off locations along 
the Mississippi River as an urban recreation 
and transportation opportunity.

Chicago Riverwalk 
Expansion
Chicago, Illinois
The Riverwalk expansion was designed 
with the goal of embracing the river as a 
recreational space. Among six different 
‘zones’ created, The Cove was designed 
as a dock for non-motorized watercraft.

River Exe Café
Exmouth, England
A floating café and restaurant was created 
to maximize the experience and views 
offered by the Exe Estuary.
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Vancouver has the advantage  

of large, exposed locations for 

wind-powered activities such as 

windsurfing and sailing, as well as the 

protected waters of False Creek for 

calmer water activities.

There are three levels of 
jurisdiction over Vancouver’s waters 

(federal, provincial, and municipal). 

This leads to challenges establishing 

and enforcing regulations to support 

the diverse users and needs.

Vancouver has 4 major facilities dedicated to 

non-motorized watercraft, and 5 other facilities 

that support this use. Beaches are available for 

launching, but there are no designated locations.

The City of Vancouver manages 

moorage in False Creek through 

an agreement with federal 

authorities. Permits are required 

and have time restrictions; there 

is currently no cost for moorage.

Did you know... The seawall is the world’s 
longest uninterrupted 
waterfront path  
at 28km long.

The Vancouver Police 
Department regularly 
patrols the waterfront, 
including False Creek.

There is a large  
tidal range in Vancouver 
with the difference 
between high and low 
tide reaching maximums 
of just over 5 metres.

There are 11 ferry docks 
of which 7 allow tying up  
of small watercraft.

There are currently no 
water areas designated for 
non-motorized watercraft 
uses in Vancouver’s 
waterways.

Alder Bay in False Creek is the area most sheltered from 

the elements and a great place for novice non-motorized 

watercraft users. An Alder Bay dock renewal project is 

currently underway.


